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Education 

  Ph.D., University of California, Riverside.  Political Science.  August, 1997. 

   Dissertation: “The Accidental Senator” 

 M.A., Iowa State University.  Political Science.  August, 1991. 

 B.A., Benedictine College.  Political Science.  May, 1989 

 

Academic Positions 

 

Professor of Political Science.  California State University, Fullerton.  2012-Present. 

 

Associate Professor of Political Science.  California State University, Fullerton.  2007-2012. 

 

Assistant Professor of Political Science.  California State University, Fullerton. 2003-2007. 

 

Assistant Professor of Political Science.  North Dakota State University. 1998-2003. 

 

Publications  

Refereed Journal Articles 

 

“Term Limits and Women’s Representation: A Democratic Opportunity and a 

Republican Dead-end” co-authored with Valerie O’Regan.  Politics, Groups, and 

Identities.  Forthcoming in print.  Available at http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/21565503.2016.1256819. 

 

 

“Political Experience and the Success of Female Gubernatorial Candidates” co-

authored with Valerie R. O’Regan.  Social Sciences.  2016.  5, no. 2: 16. 

 

“The Novelty Impact:  The Politics of Trailblazing Women in Gubernatorial 

Elections” co-authored with Valerie R. O’Regan.  Journal of Women, Politics, and 

Policy.  April 2011. 32(2): 96-113. 

 
“Republican Lambs and the Democratic Pipeline: Partisan Differences in the 

Nomination of Female Gubernatorial Candidates” co-authored with Valerie R. 

O’Regan.  Politics and Gender.   2007.  3(3):349-368. 
 

"Cue Voting: Do Women Vote for Women Senate Candidates?" co-authored 

with Valerie R. O'Regan. Politics and Policy.  June 2003.  31(2):216-231. 
 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/21565503.2016.1256819


"The Politics of Budget Deficits" co-authored with Don Matthewson.  Policy 

Studies Review.  Co- editor of the symposium and co-author of first article.  Winter, 
2002.  19(4): 5-10. 

 

"Female Candidates for Executive Office: The Road to the Governor's Mansion" co-

authored with Valerie R. O'Regan, White House Studies, vol. 2, n. 3, 2002. 
 

"Political Cable Advertising and the Future of Political Campaigns" co-authored with 

David McCuan. Comparative State Politics. December, 1999.Pages 13-25. 
 

"Towards Stability in Presidential Forecasting: The Development of a Multiple 

Indicator Model". co-authored with Gregory R. Thorson.  The International Journal of 

Forecasting. Special presidential election forecasting edition edited by Lee Sigelman.  

January 1999. Pages 143-152. 

 
"Public Choice Theory and the Evaluation of Public Policy" co-authored with 

Max Neiman. Accepted for inclusion in a symposium entitled "The Politics of 

Policy" in the Policy Studies Journal.  Autumn, 1998. Pages 449-465. 
 

"Personal Economic Well-Being and the Individual Vote for Congress:  A Pooled 

Analysis,  1980-1990" co-authored with David W. Romero.  Political Research 

Quarterly.  Sept, 1996. Pages 607-616. 

 
"Anti-Incumbency and the 1992 Elections:  The Changing face of Presidential 

Coattails" co-authored with Gregory R. Thorson.  Journal of Politics.  February, 1995. 
Pages 210-220. 

 

Books 

  

California Government in National Perspective, 8th edition.  Co-edited with Dr. Yuan 

Ting and Dr. Shelly Arsneault.  2015.  Dubuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company. 

 

California Government in National Perspective, 7th edition.  Co-edited with Dr. Yuan 

Ting and Dr. Shelly Arsneault.  2013.  Dubuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company. 

 

Initiative-Centered Politics: The New Politics of Direct Democracy co-edited with Dr. 

David S. McCuan.  2005.  Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press. 

 

Chapters in Scholarly Books 

 

“Direct and Indirect Elections”.  In Yuan Ting, Shelly Arsneault, and Stephen 

Stambough, eds.  California Government in National Perspective.  2015.  Dubuque, 

IA.  Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company. 

 

“Political Parties and Interest Groups in California”.  In Yuan Ting, Shelly Arsneault, 

and Stephen Stambough, eds.  California Government in National Perspective.  2015.  

Dubuque, IA.  Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company. 



 

“Female Governors and Gubernatorial Candidates” with Valerie O’Regan.  In Sue 

Thomas and Clyde Wilcox, eds.  Women and Elective Office: Past, Present, and 

Future, 3rd edition.  2014.  New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

“Political Parties in California” with Bert C. Buzan.  In Philip L. Gianos, and Yuan 

Ting, eds., California Government in National Perspective.  2008.  Dubuque, IA: 

Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company. 

 

“California’s Voters” with Phillip L. Gianos.  In Yuan Ting, Shelly Arsneault, and 

Stephen Stambough, eds.  California Government in National Perspective.  2013.  

Dubuque, IA.  Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company. 

 

“Political Parties in California” with Bert C. Buzan.  In Yuan Ting, Shelly Arsneault, 

and Stephen Stambough, eds.  California Government in National Perspective.  2013.  

Dubuque, IA.  Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company. 

 

“California Interest Groups” with Bert C. Buzan. In Philip L. Gianos and Yuan Ting, 

eds., California Government in National Perspective.  2008.  Dubuque, IA: 

Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company. 

 

“Direct Democracy” with Valerie R. O’Regan and David S. McCuan.  Invited paper for 

presentation and publication in a book entitled “Government in the Countryside” 2007.  

Kendall/Hunt Publishers (Dubuque, IA).  The edition is edited by Gary Aguiar. 

 

“Progressive Reforms and the 21st Century: The New ‘Parallel Legislature’ of direct 

democracy” with David S. McCuan.  In David S. McCuan and Stephen J. Stambough, 

eds., Initiative-Centered Politics: The New Politics of Direct Democracy”.  2005.  

Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press. 

 

“Political Parties in California” with Bert C. Buzan.  In Philip L. Gianos, Alan L. 

Saltzstein, and Keith O. Boyum, eds., California Government in National Perspective.  

2005.  Dubuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company. 

 

“California Interest Groups” with Bert C. Buzan and Sandra Sutphen. In Philip L. 

Gianos, Alan L. Saltzstein, and Keith O. Boyum, eds., California Government in 

National Perspective.  2005.  Dubuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company. 

 

"Democratic Party Reforms: The Political Legacy of George McGovern" with 

Valerie R. O'Regan.  Invited paper for presentation and publication in book entitled 

"George McGovern: A Political Life, A Political Legacy" published by South Dakota 

Historical Society. 2004.  The edition is edited by Robert P. Watson. 

 

"Covering Candidates and Informing Voters" with Valerie R. O'Regan.  In Robert C. 

Watson and Colton C. Campbell, eds., Campaigns and Elections: Issues, Concepts, 

and Cases.  2003. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers. 



 

Association Newsletter 

 

The Western: The Newsletter of the Western Political Science Association.  Co-editor 

with Dr. Valerie R. O’Regan.  Responsible for publication, soliciting articles, and 

overseeing the double-blind review process for the original, short articles in the 

publication.  2009-present 

 

Book Reviews 

 

The Clinton Scandals and the Politics of Image Restoration  by Joseph R. Blaney and 

William L. Benoit.  Westport, Ct: Praeger Press.  2001.  Reviewed for White House 

Studies.  3(2) 2003. 

 

Interest Groups in American Campaigns; The New face of Electioneering by Mark 

Rozell and Clyde Wilcox.  Washington, D.C.:  CQ Press, 1999.  Reviewed for American 

Political Science Review. 94(3) 2000. 

 

Congressional Elections:  Campaigning at Home and in Washington by Paul S. 

Herrnson.  Washington, D.C.:  CQ Press, 1995.  Reviewed for Party Politics 2(2) 1996. 

 

Grants 

 

CSU Chancellor’s Office Reducing Bottlenecks Grant.  2013 with Dr. Scott Spitzer and 

Dr. Pamela Fiber-Ostrow.  $41,134. 

 

Robert and Louise Lee Collaborative Teaching Award, Spring 2010 with Dr. Sarah Hill.  

$1,500 

 

Robert and Louise Lee Collaborative Teaching Award, Spring 2009 with Dr. Shelly 

Arsneault and Dr. Matthew Jarvis.  $1,500 

 

University Mission and Goals Initiative Award, 2008-2009 with Joan Rubio.  $28,000 

 

University Mission and Goals Initiative Award, 2005-2006 with Tom Klammer and Phil 

Gianos.  $30,000 

 

Administrative, and other Selected Leadership Positions 

 

Chair, Division of Politics, Administration, and Justice, CSUF.  2012-2015 

 

Chair duties included overseeing three different departments offering five different 

degrees including both undergraduate and graduate degrees in Political Science, undergraduate 

and graduate degrees in Public Adminstration, and an undergraduate degree in Criminal Justice.  

The Division has 31 full-time faculty and roughly 1700 majors.   



 Specific duties included coordinating scheduling, budgeting, and personnel evaluations of 

all full-time faculty, part-time faculty, and our 4 full-time Division staff team members.  During 

my tenure as Chair, I worked with our program coordinators to institute several new initiatives 

including the Division’s first assessment plan, budget reforms, and revamping our advising 

techniques.  In addition, I coordinated with faculty to re-envision our pedagogical approach to 

the large Introduction to American Government courses, developed a local OC Fellows program 

for local internships and service learning, institutionalized outreach to our emeriti and alumni, 

and worked with University Advancement to build Division fundraising capabilities including 

two new endowments to support Division activities. 

 

Administrative Fellow, Office of the Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences, CSUF. Fall, 2011. 

 

 My assignment was to develop a plan and build the infrastructure required for the Cal 

State DC Scholars Program to become a fully College-wide program to eventually grow into a 

multi-campus program.  This included building a structure to incorporate students, faculty, 

University Government Relations, and University Advancement into a plan to establish a 

curriculum, a faculty selection process, strong working relationships with a wide variety of 

internship offices in D.C., and sufficient outside financial support to fund the program.  The 

program has been highly successful with a growing number of campuses and students involved 

in these experiences.  We also established and continue to build an endowment to provide a 

stable financial base for the program. 

 

Founding Director of Cal State DC Scholars Program.  2005-2017 

 

 In cooperation with the Dean’s office and our alumni, I helped create and serve as 

Founding Director of the Cal State DC Scholars Program.  The program started as a summer 

only program and has grown into a program for both the summer term and the spring semester.  

The program has expanded to include students from a wide variety of majors across various 

colleges at CSUF and to include students from other CSU campuses including Northridge, 

Dominguez Hills, San Marcos, Sonoma, Chico, San Francisco, San Diego, and Pomona. 

 As Founding Director, I am responsible for programmatic issues, developing and 

implementing a plan to prepare students for their experiences, outreach to D.C. offices, and 

collaborate with University Advancement for fundraising to support the program and give 

financial assistance directly to the students.  Over 400 students have participated in the program 

over the years and we have built a strong and supportive alumni network both on the west coast 

and in Washington, D.C. as a result of the program.  This role provided me with opportunities to 

work with the greater University community such as our Office of Government Affairs, 

University Advancement, Associated Students, and a wide variety of governmental and non-

governmental offices in Washington, D.C.   

 

Academic Senate, CSUF.  2009-present.  Chair of Academic Senate 2017-2018 

 

I was elected to both the CSUF Academic Senate and the CSUF Academic Senate 

Executive Committee (at-large) in 2009, served as Vice-Chair of the Academic Senate in 2010, 

and as an at-large member of the Executive Committee in 2011.  I was then elected as one of 

our campus representatives to the Academic Senate CSU in 2012 and served until 2014.  I 



returned to the Senate to fill an unexpected vacancy on the Academic Senate CSU in Spring 

2016 and was subsequently elected as Vice-Chair of the campus Academic Senate for the 

2016-2017 Academic Year.  I was recently elected as Chair of the Academic Senate for the 

upcoming year.   

During my work on the Senate I served as a liaison to the following campus and 

statewide committee and task forces.  As a result, I have learned about and helped shape a wide 

variety of University initiatives ranging from curricular issues, personnel, fundraising, student 

activities, community engagement, high impact educational practices, and budgetary issues. 

 

 Statewide  

• Fiscal and Governmental Affairs Committee 

• Academic Technology Advisory Committee 

• Services to Students with Disabilities Advisory Committee 

• CSU 3 Million Alumni Campaign Committee 

 

Campus Committees 

• Center for Internship and Service Learning Committee 

• Elections Committee 

• University Curriculum Committee 

• University Advancement Committee 

• Associated Students Board of Directors 

• Library Committee 

 

Task Forces and Ad Hoc Committees 

• University Strategic Plan Task Force on Stewards of Place 

• University Search Committee for Dean of Students 

• University Search Committee for Dean of College of Humanities and 

Social Sciences 

• University Search Committee for Dean of Health and Human 

Development 

 

Other University, College, Division, Community Service, and Awards 

 

2013 Chair, Ad Hoc Committee on College Profile in preparation for Search for Dean 

of Humanities and Social Sciences 

 

2011 Chair, Ad Hoc Committee on Governance of Anthropology Department 

 

2011 Invited Presenter for the Enhancing Post-baccalaureate Opportunities at CSUF 

for Hispanic Students Spring Workshop.  Presentation title, “A Critical Moment in 

Their Lives: Faculty Mentoring as a Key to Success”. 

 

2011 Member of Search Committee for Associate Director of Development for the 

College of Humanities and Social Sciences. 

 

2010 Distinguished Faculty Service Award, CSUF Alumni Association 



 

2010-2011 Chair of African-American Studies Faculty Search Committee 

 

2010-2011 Member of Search Committee for Associate Vice-President of Academic Affairs 

 

2008-2012  Member of Division Personnel Committee, Division of Politics, Administration, 

and Justice (Chair in 2011-2012).   

 

2008 Faculty Service to Students Award, College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

 

2007-2009 Graduate Advisor for Political Science Department, CSUF 

 

2005-2006 Chair, Department of Political Science American Politics Search Committee 

 

2005-2007 Faculty Advisor for CSUF Pi Sigma Alpha Club. 

 

2005-2009 Department of Political Science Program Coordinator, CSUF. 

 

2005 Member of University Search Committee for Director of State Relations and 

Advocacy 

 

2004-2007 Member California State University Social Science Research and Instructional 

Council 

 

2004-2005 Member CSUF Department of Political Science Search Committee 

 

2003-Present Panel Participant for Department of Political Science and Pi Sigma Alpha 

sponsored election panels  

 

2003-2008 Faculty advisor for CSUF College Democrats 

 

2003-2004 Member CSUF Library Committee 

 

2003-2009 Member Executive Committee—Division of Politics, Administration, and Justice 

 

Professional Service 

 

2014 Host and organizer of the CSU Social Science Research and Instructional Center 

Annual Student Research Conference. 

 

2010 Co-editor of The Western, the newsletter of the Western Political Science 

Association 

 

2005 Social Science Research Instructional Council representative at the biennial 

business meeting of the Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social 

Research held in Ann Arbor, MI.   



 

2002-2003 President of Great Plains Political Science Association 

 

2002-2003 Founding Advisory Board Member for the Tri-College Women's Political 

Leadership Center—NDSU, MSUM, and Concordia College. 

 

2001-2002 Host of Annual Great Plains Political Science and Public Affairs Conference. 

 

2001-2002.   Vice-President of the Great Plains Political Science Association. 

 

1997-present.  Outside Reviewer for Journal of Politics, American Politics Research, State and 

Local Government Review, Journal of Computer-Mediated Communications, 

American Journal of Political Science, and PGI (Politics, Groups, and Identities). 
 

Professional Conference Activity 

Paper Presenter 

 

 “Impact of Citize Preference on State Legislator Roll Call Votes for 

Environmental Policy” co-authored with Valerie O’Regan and David McCuan.  Presented 

at the Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Vancouver, British 

Columbia.  April, 2017. 

 

“The Impact of Voter Preferences on Policy Voting by State Legislators” co-

authored with Valerie O’Regan and David McCuan.  Presented at the Western Political 

Science Association Annual Meeting, San Diego.  March, 2016. 

 

“Gendered Political Experience and the Success of Female Gubernatorial 

Candidates” with Valerie O’Regan.  Presented at the American Political Science 

Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco.  September, 2015. 

 
“To Succeed or Not to Succeed: It’s Based on Your Experience” with Valerie 

O’Regan.  Presented at the Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Las 

Vegas, NV. April 2-4, 2015. 

 
“Celebrities and Their Role in Politics: When Oprah Speaks, Do People Listen?” 

with Valerie O’Regan.  Presented at the Western Political Science Association Annual 

Meeting, Seattle, WA.  April 17-19, 2014. 

 
“The Celebrity Influence” with Valerie O’Regan.  Presented at the Western Political 

Science Association Annual Meeting, Hollywood, CA.  March 28-30, 2013. 

 

“Gender versus Party: California, the Natural Experiment” with Valerie O’Regan. 

Presented at the Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX. 

April 21-23, 2011. 

 



“Term Limits and Women’s Representation; A Democratic Opportunity and a 

Republican Dead-end”  with Valerie R. O’Regan.  Presented at the Western Political 

Science Association Annual Meeting.  San Francisco, CA.  March, 2010. 

 
“Using Proposition Votes to Estimate District Preferences on Issues” with 

Matthew Jarvis.  Presented at the Western Political Science Association Annual 

Meeting.  San Francisco, CA.  March, 2010. 

 
“Are Term Limits a Woman Candidate’s Friend?” with Valerie R. O’Regan.  

Presented at the Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting.  Vancouver, BC 

Canada. March 2009. 

 
“ E-mail and Campaign Interaction: The Impact of Party, Office, and Candidate 

Type on the Use of Campaign E-mails” with Gregory R. Thorson and Valerie R. 

O’Regan. Presented at the American Political Science Association Annual Meeting.  

Chicago, IL. September, 2007. 

 
“The Cohort Gender Gap: A Disaggregation of the Well-Known Concept” with 

Valerie R. O’Regan and Gregory R. Thorson.  Presented at the Western Political Science 

Association Annual Meeting.  Albuquerque, NM.  March, 2006. 

 
“A Novelty No More:  The Changing Politics of Female Gubernatorial Candidates” 

with Valerie R. O’Regan.  Presented at the Western Political Science Association Annual 

Meeting.  Albuquerque, NM.  March, 2006. 

 
“Understanding the Changing Dynamics of the Gender Gap in American 

Presidential Elections, 1952-2004” with Gregory R. Thorson and Valerie R. O’Regan.  

Presented at the American Political Science Association Annual Meeting.  Washington, 

D.C. August, 2005. 

 
“Recruiting to Win? The Influence of Partisanship, Experience, and Novelty on 

the Nomination and Election of Female Gubernatorial Candidates” with Valerie R. 

O’Regan.  Presented at the Western Political Science Association Annual Conference. 

Oakland, CA.  March, 2005. 

 
“Party, Experience, and Novelty: The Success and Failure of Female 

Gubernatorial Campaigns” with Valerie R. O’Regan.  Presented at the Southern 

Political Science Association Annual Conference.  New Orleans, LA. January, 2005. 

 
“A Partisan Gender Gap in U.S. Gubernatorial Elections” with Valerie R. 

O’Regan.Presented at the Western Political Science Association Annual Conference.  

Portland, OR.  2004. 
 

“The 2002 Female Gubernatorial Campaigns in an Historical Perspective” with 

Valerie R. O’Regan.  Presented at the Western Political Science Association Annual 

Conference. Denver, CO.  March, 2003. 

 



“Lessons from Others:  The Case of North Dakota as a Test of Existing 

Theories of Direct Democracy” with David McCuan.  Presented at the Western 

Political Science Association.  Denver, CO. March 2003. 

 
"Campaign Commercial Strategies in a Small State Gubernatorial Election" 

with Valerie R. O'Regan.  Presented at the American Political Science Association 

Annual Conference. 2002. 

 
"Comparing Multiple Newspaper Coverage in a Small State Gubernatorial 

Elections" with Valerie R. O'Regan.  Presented at the Western Political Science 

Association Annual Conference.  2002. 

 
"The Importance of Candidate Gender in a Small State Gubernatorial Election--

Media Coverage" with Valerie R. O'Regan.  Presented at the American Political Science 

Association Annual Conference.  2001. 

 
"The Road to the Governor's WoMansion" with Valerie R. O'Regan presented at the 

Annual Conference of the Western Political Science Association.  2001. 

 
"The Importance of Candidate Gender in Small State Gubernatorial Elections--

Voters" with Valerie R. O'Regan to be presented at the Annual Conference of the South 

Dakota Political Science and Public Affairs Conference.  2001. 

 
"Cue Voting: Do Women Vote for Women Senate Candidates?" with Valerie R. 

O'Regan at the Annual Conference of the Western Political Science Association.  2000. 

 
"Divisive Primaries and Third Party Voting" with John Pippen at the Annual 

Conference of the Western Political Science Association. 1999. 

 
“Public Choice Theory and the Evaluation of Public Policy” with Max Neiman: 

presented at a special panel sponsored by the Policy Studies Journal at the Annual 

Conference of the Midwest Political Science Association.  Chicago, IL.  April, 1996. 

 
“Incumbents, Challengers, and Open Seats:  Reasons for the Success and 

Failure of Women Senate Candidates” with Valerie O’Regan at the Annual 

Conference of the Western Political Science Association.  Portland, OR.  March, 1995. 

 


