
If you’re interested in starting a career teaching English in the US or abroad, then the undergraduate TESOL 
certificate is for you! This certificate is a new option for all majors on campus and provides professional 
certification for teaching English as a second or additional language to non-native English speakers. 
Enhance and broaden your career opportunities, earn money, and gain invaluable hands-on experience by 
learning methods and creating materials for English learners in a variety of contexts while working with real 
teachers in classrooms in the community. Don’t wait…apply today!

http://hss.fullerton.edu/mll/academics/tesol/tesol_undergrad_cert_requirements.asp

Undergraduate TESOL Certificate

Start a Career Teaching English 
in the U.S. or Abroad

Te a c h i n g  E n g l i s h  t o  S p e a k e r s  o f  O t h e r  L a n g u a g e s

Apply KnowledgeEnhance Opportunities Obtain Professional Training

Make an appointment with a TESOL advisor in the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures early 
in your student career. The advisor will review your transcripts and arrange interviews to determine if you 
have completed the prerequisites. Once you have completed your prerequisites, the advisor will sign the 
“Request for Minor/Certificate Objective” which can be obtained and submitted at the Admissions and 
Records (A&R) Service Center in LH-114. With this paperwork completed, your certificate will appear on your 
university transcripts once you have completed all certificate requirements and your bachelor’s degree. 

How to Apply  

Please consult the following website for more information about the Undergraduate TESOL Certificate: 
http://hss.fullerton.edu/mll/academics/tesol/tesol_undergrad_cert_requirements.asp

You may also contact Dr. Juan Carlos Gallego (TESOL Coordinator), Dr. Nathan Carr, Dr. Janet Eyring, or Dr. 
Cheryl Zimmerman in the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures at California State University, 
Fullerton, P.O. Box 6846, Humanities 835-C, Fullerton, CA  92834-6846, or call 657-278-3534.  
 

For More Information 

Core Courses (6 units)
TESL 300 – Foundations of English Learner Education (3 units)
TESL 407 – Principles of ESOL Instruction (3 units) 

Pedagogy Courses (6 units)
TESL 315 – English Grammar for ESOL Teachers (3 units) OR
ENGL 303 – Structure of English Grammar (3 units) 
LING 351 – Introduction to Linguistic Phonetics and Phonology (3 units)

Elective Courses (3 units) 
TESL 408 – Principles of ESOL Assessment (3 units)
TESL 445 – Cultural Foundations for ESOL Teachers (3 units)

Practice Teaching (3 units)
TESL 450 – Practice Teaching and Professional Development for ESOL Teachers (3 units)

Required Coursework   



Those who decide during their senior year to pursue a certificate may choose to 
apply for the 24-unit Graduate TESOL Certificate or 33-unit Master’s in TESOL 
degree as a post-baccalaureate or graduate student once they have their 
bachelor’s degrees in hand. These programs focus on the training of ESL/EFL 
teachers who will instruct adults attending adult schools, private and public 
colleges and universities and intensive English programs. Up to 9 units of “B-” 
grade level or above coursework may be taken when students are seniors and 
can later be transferred over to either of these programs once a student has 
been formally admitted to the program.  For more information about how to apply 
for the Graduate TESOL Certificate or MS TESOL Program, please visit:
http://hss.fullerton.edu/mll/academics/tesol/tesol_grad_programs.asp

How Does it Differ from the Graduate TESO L  Certificate or Master’s Degree in TESOL?

This 18-unit certificate is open to all majors and provides 
training in English language development of school-aged 
children and youth in public and private settings in the U.S. 
and abroad.  Students take classes which address second 
language pedagogy, acquisition, methods, curriculum, 
culture, and assessment. They also do service-learning 
and practice teaching to apply these principles to real 
classrooms. 

One or two required courses are scheduled per semester in 
a two-year rotation, and they are preferably begun early in 
a student’s career. For this reason, it is important to contact 
a TESOL advisor early and complete the prerequisites as 
soon as possible.  

What is the Undergraduate TESOL Certificate?   
The Undergraduate TESOL Certificate also prepares students in some of the subject matter requirements for 
the new World Languages: ELD Credential for secondary teachers in California. Coursework for the 
Certificate will help them to pass the World Language: ELD CSET examination.  Please see the following 
website for more information:
http://www.ctcexams.nesinc.com/about_cset.asp  

For more information about the Department of Secondary Education and applying to the secondary 
credential program at CSUF, please see:
http://ed.fullerton.edu/seced/future-students/credential-programs/

Other Benefits 

LING 106 – Language and Linguistics (3 units)
Pass with a C or better
The nature of language, its origin and development: language in culture, the structure of language and its 
systems of writing and transcription, and its application to other areas of humanities and scientific knowledge.

 
Foreign Language – Any Language (up to 10 units)
1 year of a foreign language at the college level with B- average or better, or 2 years of high school foreign 
language with B- average or better, or the equivalent.

 
Non-native English-speaking applicants need (1) a minimum iBT score of 89, or a Paper-Based TOEFL score 
of 573, or a minimum IELTS score of 7.0 overall, or a Pearson Test of English (PTE) Academic score of 65 
and (2) a minimum score of 26 on the iBT speaking section or 7.0 on the IELTS speaking section, or a passing 
score on the TESOL Program’s in-house interview test (for conditional admission, students may obtain a 23 
on the iBT speaking section or a 6.5 on the IELTS speaking section). 

Prerequisites for Native and Non-Native English Speaking Applicants 

• Recreational activities
• Holiday celebrations
• Guest speakers
• Student mentoring opportunities
• Service-learning workshops
• CATESOL professional organization workshops 
             and conferences
• Study abroad opportunities
• Notification of job openings 

Special Features and Programs 

The new Undergraduate TESOL Certificate has many benefits, including: 
• Introducing students to the vibrant world of teaching English to children, youth, or adults  
• Providing training in a field with numerous career opportunities in the U.S. and abroad
• Applying knowledge of English and any major (foreign language, linguistics, English, biology,   
 geography, anthropology, American studies, business, communicative disorders, health science,   
 art, etc.) to the teaching of English to Speakers of Other Languages 
• Adding a professional certification to a student’s academic transcript 

Benefits of the Undergraduate TESOL Certificate

The TESOL Program offers a number of activities to increase student interaction and greater involvement in the 
discipline. Many of these are sponsored or co-sponsored by the TESOL Club: 


