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�“Me, laundry girl.�”  Those were the first 
words Margot Palmgren learned in  
English.  Five years later she immigrated 
to the United States as a war bride.  Born  
July 1, 1931, a few miles outside of Frank-
furt, Germany, Palmgren spent her child-
hood in Hitler�’s shadow witnessing first-
hand the horrors of Kristallnacht and anti-
Semitism.  Though sickly as a child  
Palmgren  was a member of the Bund 
Deutscher Mädel and lived with her grand-

parents when their home was occupied by American troops.   The 
mother of four children, Palmgren moved to Anaheim in 1954.  She 
earned her bachelor's degree in 1981 and is the author of four books, 
including her memoir, Anneliese: Child of War.  
 
 

********************************** 
 
Dr. Granata received her B.A. from the University of 
California, Berkeley in 1992 and her M.A. in 1996 
from the Center for German and European Studies at 
Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service. 
 In 2001, she earned her Ph.D. in History from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and that 
fall joined the History Department at California State 
University, Fullerton.  In addition to her teaching in history, she serves 
as Director of European Studies and Associate Director of the Center 
for Oral and Public History.  She is co-editor of The Human Tradition 
in Modern Europe (Rowman & Littlefield, 2008) and is finishing her 
next book, Celebration and Suspicion: Jews and Sorbs in the German 
Democratic Republic.  She has been engaged with oral history since 
1998, conducting dozens of oral histories in the U.S. and Germany and 
has published award-winning research on cultural minorities in  
Germany.  
 

The Students  of  the  European Studies  
Society  Proudly  Present . . .  

Pollak Library South 
Room 360 

Date: Wednesday,  
February 23, 2011 

Time: 4:30 p.m.  
Reception to follow 

For More Information 
Contact:  

657-278-2964 

 

Margot Palmgren, Eyewitness to War 
With an Introduction by Dr. Cora Granata 
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