		Environmental Studies 595: Seminar in Cultural Ecology





Instructor: Dr. Robert Voeks                  		Office: H & SS 407


Phone:  773-3361		email:rvoeks@fullerton.edu





		


Reading: Sutton, M. and E. Anderson. 2004. Introduction to Cultural Ecology. Altamira. Additional course readings will consist of articles and book chapters relevant to each week’s focus of discussion. The packet of readings can be picked up at AA Copy, on Commonwealth.





Course description: The field of cultural ecology examines the interaction between people and their environment.  With its roots in the fields of geography and anthropology, this study tends to concentrate on nature-society relations in so-called “traditional societies”, that is, rural Third World groups. 





Course objectives: to introduce students to the historical development and current status of nature-society based research, with a focus on cultural and human adaptation to and modification of the natural environment.   Through readings and classroom discussions, students will become familiar with the core concepts of this sub-discipline. Major paradigms and themes will be examined, including the concept/process of cultural adaptation, functionalism, environmental determinism, carrying capacity, subsistence economies, domestication and agricultural intensification, gender, ritual and religion, ethnobotanical knowledge, ethnomedicine, indigenous landscape modification, and other topics.  





Student Responsibilities:





	a) term paper and oral presentation: The term paper should address one of the core concepts introduced during the course. It can be broadly theoretical, or directed at a specific culture group or habitat. Length should run from 8-10 pages, double-spaced.  References should be timely.   Oral presentations of term paper findings, 15 minutes in length, will be given during the last two weeks of the semester.  Although details will be discussed in class, these talks in general should conform to those of a presentation at a professional meeting.   





	b) classroom participation: One of the main objectives of a graduate seminar is to critically read and discuss recent literature on the relevant topic. Thus, student participation in weekly discussion of articles is an extremely important dimension of the class.  While the instructor will lead the discussion during the first two weeks of class, thereafter students will volunteer (or be selected) to lead the discussion. Attendance is mandatory.





	c) final exam: the final exam will consist of short and long comparative essay questions.  It will be comprehensive, covering all course readings and related discussions.  





Total percentage points:





	term paper		25%


	oral presentation	20%


	participation		20%


	final exam		35%		 











				Course Outline





Week 1 (Aug 28). Introduction





Week 2 (Sept 4). Scope of Cultural Ecology.  





Netting, M. 1986. Cultural Ecology. Pgs. 8-85.  





Week 3 (Sept 11). Cultural Ecology and Geography





Balee, W. 1998. Historical ecology: premises and postulates. In Advances in Historical Ecology, W. Balee (ed), pp. 13-29. 





Butzer, K. W. 1989a. Cultural ecology. In: Geography in America, G. L. Gaile and C. J. Willmott (eds), Columbus: Merrill, pp. 192-208.





Turner, B. L. 1989. The specialist-synthesis approach to the revival of geography: The case of cultural ecology. Annals, Association of American Geographers 79:88-100.





Zimmerer, K. S. 1994. Human geography and the “new ecology”: The prospect and promise of integration. Annals, Association of American Geographers 84: 108-125.





Week 4 (Sept 18). Hunting and Gathering in the Rainforest





Bailey, R. C., et al. 1989. Hunting and gathering in tropical rainforest: Is it possible? American Anthropologist 91: 59-82.





Brosius, J. P. 1991. Foraging in tropical rain forests: The case of the Penan of Sarawak, East Malaysia (Borneo). Human Ecology 19: 123-150.





Colinvaux, P. A. and Bush, M. B. 1991. The rain-forest ecosystem as a resource for hunting and gathering. American Anthropologist 93: 153-160





Roscoe, P. 2002. The hunters and gatherers of New Guinea. Current Anthropology 43: 153-162.





Week 5 (Sept 25). Agricultural Origins





Eubanks, M. 2001. The mysterious origin of maize. Economic Botany 55: 492-514.





MacDonald, G. M. 2003. Biogeography: Space, Time, and Life. (plant and animal domestication), Wiley, pp. 350-362.





Kealhofer, L. 2002. Changing perceptions of risk: The development of agro-ecosystems in Southeast Asia. American Anthropologist 104: 178-194.





Steinberg, M. 1999. Maize diversity and cultural change in a Maya agroecological landscape. Journal of Ethnobiology 19: 127-139.





Week 6 (Oct 2). Ritual, Religion and Ecology





Dove, M. R. 1993. The responses of Dayak and bearded pig to mast-fruiting in Kalimantan: An analysis of nature-culture analogies. In: Hladik, et. al. (eds). Tropical Forests, People and Food: Biocultural Interactions and Applications to Development. Parthenon Publishing, pp. 113-123.





Harris, M. 1997 [1978]. India’s Sacred Cow. In: J. Spradley and D. W. McCurdy (eds). Conformity and Conflict: Readings in Cultural Anthropology. Longman: pp. 130-139.


Kinsley, D. 1995. The Mistassini Cree: Hunting as a Religious Ritual. In: Ecology and Religion. Pp. 7-21.





Voeks, R. and Sercombe, P. 2000. The scope of hunter-gatherer ethnomedicine. Social Science & Medicine 51: 679-690.





Week 7 (Oct 9). Gender and Nature


Carney, Judith. 1996. “Converting the Wetlands, Engendering the Environment: the intersection of gender with agrarian change in Gambia” in Richard Peet and Michael Watt (eds) Liberation Ecologies: Environment, Development and Social Movements. Routledge.





Dolan, Catherine. 2001. “The ‘Good Wife’: Struggles over Resources in the Kenyan Horticultural Sector”. Journal of Development Studies, Vol 37:3. p 39-70.





Rocheleau, Dianne and David Edmunds. 1997. “Women, Men and Trees: Gender, Power and Property in Forest and Agrarian Landscapes, World Development, Volume 25, Issue 8, August 1997, pages 1351-1371.





Schroder, Rick. 1997 "'Re-claiming' Land in The Gambia:  Gendered Property Rights and Environmental Intervention."  Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 87, 3: 487-508.





Week 8 (Oct 16). Crop Diversity and Risk Avoidance in Subsistence Agriculture





Christensen, H. and Mertz, O. 1993. The Risk Avoidance Strategy of Traditional Shifting Cultivation in Borneo. Sarawak Museum Journal XVIV: 1-14.





Elias, M. et al. 2000. Perception and management of cassava diversity among Makushi Amerindians of Guyana. Journal of Ethnobiology 20: 239-265.





Voeks, R. 1998. Ethnobotanical knowledge and environmental risk: Foragers and farmers in northern Borneo. In: Nature’s Geography, K. Zimmerer and K. Young (eds), pp. 307-326.





Zimmerer, K. 1991. Managing diversity in potato and maize fields of the Peruvian Andes. Journal of Ethnobiology 11: 23-49.





Week 9 (Oct 23). Mode of Subsistence and Ethnobotanical Knowledge





Balée, W. 1999. Mode of Production and Ethnobotanical Vocabulary: A Controlled Comparison of Guajá and Ka’apor. In Ethnoecology: Knowledge, Resources, and Rights, ed. T. L. Gragson and B. G. Blount, pp. 24-40. Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press,





Brown, C. H. 1985. Mode of Subsistance and Folk Biological Taxonomy. 	Current Anthropology 26: 43-53.





Ellen, R. 1999. Modes of Subsistence and Ethnobotanical Knowledge: Between Extraction and Cultivation in Southeast Asia. In Folkbiology, ed. D. L. Medin and S. Atran, pp. 91-117.  Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press.





Voeks, R. in revision. Ethnobotanical Knowledge and Mode of Subsistence: A Case Study of Foragers and Farmers in Northern Borneo. In: P. Sercombe and J. Rousseau (eds), Forest Minorities: Cultural Survival and Social Change among Borneo's Hunter-Gatherers. Oxford.





Week 10 (Oct 30). Rainforest Medicine.





Balick, M. and Cox. P. 1994. The Ethnobotanical Approach to Drug Discovery. Scientific American 270: 82-87.





Nigh, R. 2002. Maya medicine in the biological gaze: Bioprospecting research as herbal fetishism. Current Anthropology 43: 451-477.





Voeks, R. A. 1996a. Tropical Forest Healers and Habitat Preference. Economic Botany 50: 354-373.





Voeks, R. in preparation. Rethinking Rainforest Medicine. Unpubl. Manuscript.





Week 11 (Nov 6).  Indigenous Landscape Modification





Denevan, W. M. 1992. The pristine myth: The landscape of the Americas in 1492. Annals, Association of American Geographers 82: 369-385.





Herron, J. 1999. We Were Born in It: Native Americans, Fire, and Environmental Cultural Continuity. In: Human/Nature: Biology, Culture, and Environmental History. J. Herron and A. Kirk (eds), pp. 91-104.





Mann, C. C. 2002. 1491. The Atlantic Monthly (March): pp. 1-24.





Sauer, C. O. 1974 [1961]. Fire and early man. In: Land & Life: A Selection of Writings of Carl Ortwin Sauer. J. Leighly (ed), pp. 288-299.





Week 12 (Nov 13). Revision and Preparation.





Week 13 (Nov 20). Final Exam.





Week 14 (Dec 4). Student presentations.





Week 15 (Dec 11). Student presentations.





Week 16 (Dec 18).  Term papers due in my office by 5:00 PM.
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